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Performance Notes
:ritten in 1�32 during the Great Depression, Darkness on the Delta  provided music listeners with some happiness during a dark 
era.  The song was a hit for singer Mildred Bailey and was covered in 1�33 by both Ted )io Rito 	 His Orchestra and Chick Bullock 
	 His Orchestra.  It was revived in 1�53 by the Country All Stars and by Don Lanphere in 1��5. 

Darkness on the Delta has been a standard for barbershop ensembles for many years.  Its classic barbershop chord progressions and  
e[citing tag have made it a staple for shows and afterglows.  As you sing this arrangement, call to mind the 1�30s, when there was 
little electricity on the Mississippi Delta.  As darkness fell, folks along the Delta enMoyed an easier, less complicated life.  Invite your 
audiences to do the same.

As a final note�  4uestions about the contest suitability of this or any other song�arrangement should be directed to the Mudging 
community and measured against current guidelines.  Ask before you sing. 
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:ords, Music and Arrangement by 
BOB DISNEY

© 1�77 by ROBERT DISNEY
International Copyright Secured    All Rights Reserved

Used by Permission

as sung by OC Times
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